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Dear Friends & Supporters: 

Last fallõs extraordinary and intense schedule of over 25 events and activities over five days 
would not have been possible without the dedicated, sustained and creative leadership of key 
members of our Board, and because of the friendship and esteem that our many colleagues in 
the New York museum and art worlds hold both the Hermitage Museum and Dr. Mikhail Pi-
otrovsky. 

 
The first public event took place at the Russian Consulate 
on November 4 at a concert featuring Anastasia Khitruk 
and her accompanists and a reception hosted by Consul 
General Andrey K. Yushmanov.  What an evening!  I 
would like to thank both Anastasia, her friends, and the 
Consulate for their effort, inspiration and support. 
  
The next spectacular was the sellout Hermitage Din-
ner honoring artists James Rosenquist and Vitaly Komar at 
Christieõs on November 6.  The event was impeccably 
organized by Chauncie Rodzianko together with Christieõs 
and is more fully described later in this newsletter.  
 
Sundayõs field trip to the Storm King Art Center, Moun-
tainville, NY, happened on the finest fall day of the sea-
son.  The Stern family graciously hosted Dr. & Mrs. Pi-
otrovsky and 20 HMF directors and friends at a delicious 
brunch at their lovely home followed by an extended per-
sonal tour of this unique collection.   
 
In addition to the many one-on-one meetings with muse-
um directors, collectors and galleries, visits included: 
the Three Faiths exhibition at the New York Public Library 
followed by a viewing of the Bakhmeteff Archive at Co-
lumbia University hosted by Robert Davis of the Harriman 
Institute and followed there on Saturday by the Treasures 
into Tractors Symposium, a  great success initiated by Ed 
Kasinec, Peter Schaffer, and Wendy Salmond.  
 
On Friday morning,  Dr. Piotrovsky and Joel Bartsch to-
gether with Lisa Rebori of the Houston Museum of Natu-
ral Science signed an agreement for a first-ever, all-
Hermitage exhibition of its treasures which will open in 

mid-May 2011.  Peter Schaffer is guest curator, and the Foundationõs Semi-Annual Board meet-
ing will take place in Houston coinciding with the opening. 
 
Our very busy fall also included a presentation by Rock Brynner at Gene Shapiro Auction Gal-
leries and a Skazki and holiday reception at the Ana Tzarev Gallery.  This spring, leading up to 
the Houston opening and the White Nights, promises much to offer each and every one of 
you.  Thank you for your participation and support! 
 
Paul Rodzianko, Chairman 
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Dr. Mikhail Piotrovsky at the Hermitage Dinner,  
Christieõs, New York, November 6, 2010 

 

Anastasia Khitruk performs at the Russian 
Consulate 

Vitaly Komar and Ilya Kabakov at the Her-
mitage Dinner 

James Rosenquist and Kirk Douglas 
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HMF Presents Inaugural Hermitage Museum Foundation Awards to  

Contemporary Artists  
By Chauncie Rodzianko 

On Saturday November 6th at Christies in New York, the Hermitage Museum 

Foundation (USA), Inc. hosted its first Hermitage Dinner recognizing and cele-

brating the lifetime artistic achievements of JAMES ROSENQUIST and 

VITALY KOMAR. At a sellout gathering of friends, distinguished guests and 

patrons of contemporary art, Dr. Mikhail B. Piotrovsky, Director of the Her-

mitage Museum and Honorary Chairman of the HMF (USA), and Paul Rodzi-

anko, Chairman of the HMF (USA) presented the Hermitage Museum Founda-

tion Award to both of these outstanding artists. 

Surrounded by spectacular paintings loaned for the evening by both artists, guests 

were warmly welcomed by Mr. Rodzianko and Christieõs CEO, Edward Dolman. 

Dr. Piotrovsky then spoke to the Hermitage Museumõs efforts to expand its hold-

ings in 20th and 21st century art as well as the Museumõs new facilities for exhibit-

ing contemporary art in the General Staff Building 

Marvin Ross Friedman introduced his longtime friend, James Rosenquist as: 

òbrilliant, funny, kind, without a scintilla of arroganceó ð (even though his one-

man shows and retrospectives have been held all over the world!); òa poet ð 

whose language is paint é whose visual language is universal - transcending cul-

tures and borders; a beacon who has illuminated the path for younger artistsé 

and certainly one of Americaõs greatest and most influential artists.ó 

Mr. Rosenquist expressed his delight and surprise at being so honored by the Mu-

seum and the Foundation. He related a story of his pen pal, artist Evgeny Rukhin, 

whom he met in the 60s in Leningrad, and to whom for many years he sent sup-

plies of masking tape, staple guns, and blue jeans, and whose paintings, smuggled 

out after his death, he had stored in his downtown loft for nine years. In time, Jim 

met and befriended Vitaly Komar at an exhibition (òHeõs such a smart guy!ó). 

(Earlier in the evening, Mr. Komar had introduced him to HMF Board Member 

Mark Kelner, whose complementary knowledge and admiration of Evgeny 

Rukhinõs work completed this full artistic circle.) Mr. Rosenquist then shared his 

memories of his first visit to then Leningrad, òbeautiful pastel colored buildingsé 

and no carsó and his first impressions of the Hermitage òI saw paintings there I 

never knew existed.ó His reaction to the intrinsic beauty of the HMF Award itself 

was heartfelt. òMy house and studio burned down a year agoéall my awards are 

gone. This is a great replacement. Itõs really an honor!ó 

Then, longtime friend and champion of Vitaly Komar, Ronald Feldman, opened 

by declaring that òThirty-five years ago, I could never have imagined a celebration 

like this,ó recalling Vitalyõs first show in the US (smuggled out of the Soviet Un-

ion) and its phenomenal success. òVitaly did not seem to understand what a huge 

impact his work was having. In a phone conversation I described the press cover-

age and the lines and lines of people waiting to get into the galleryé answer: òIn 

Russia we wait on line even for toilet paper.ó Acknowledging artists Ilya and Emi-

lia Kabakov, he stated: òthis was a generation of artists who survived a very dark 

period. As their work came out, little by little, we could see that they were very 

much alive and at the top of the game.ó 
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Vitaly Komar accepts the HMF award 

Paul Rodzianko, Torkom Demerjian, and Chauncie 

Rodzianko 

Emilia & Iliya Kabakov and Dr. & Mrs. Piotrovsky 

Kira Flanzraich and Alexandre Gertsman 
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HMF Presents Inaugural Hermitage Museum Foundation Awards to Contemporary Artists  
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In response, the òenigmatic, multi- dimensionaló 
Mr. Komar described what he saw before him: òI 
see Director of Hermitage Museum, one of the best 
museums in the world; I see Paul Rodzianko repre-
senting the American arm of Hermitage; I see one 
of Americaõs greatest living artists, James 
Rosenquist, I see great Russian artist Ilya and Emilia 
Kabakov, and I see you the audience, some Russian 
but mostly American. I see many layers, but deepest 
layer is all of you representing the end of the Cold 
War. I believe, now, it is over! We are in 2nd millen-
nium, and can build a fantastic friendship between 
two countries and two cultureséI have a most op-
timistic view of the futureé.I feel like American 
astronaut!ó 

A special HMF Award was then presented 
to Mr. Torkom Demerjian in recognition 
of his generous and important donation of 
Urartu artifacts to the Hermitage Museum 
through the Foundation. Constituting one 
of the most significant gifts to the Her-
mitage in recent years, this gift of over 100 
objects of Urartu culture is on view the 
Museum in the galleries named for Dr. 
Piotrovskyõs father, Boris B. Piotrovsky, 
archaeologist, scholar, and former Direc-
tor of the Hermitage Museum. In accept-
ing his award, Mr. Demerjian expressed 
his appreciation and summed up the even-
ing by saying, òFor those who love art and 
want to share it, there are no boundaries!ó 

The eveningõs Co-Chairs included: Len 
Blavatnik, Michael Findlay, Ian Hague, 
and Chauncie Rodzianko, Peter L. Schaf-
fer.  The Host Committee included: Nor-

ton Dodge, Ronald Feldman, Marvin Ross Fried-
man, Lyuba Galkina, Nicolas Iljine, Ilya and Emilia 
Kabakov, Mark Kelner, Sofia LeWitt, Dorothy Lich-
tenstein, Sandra Nedvetskaia, Neil Rector, and Mat-
thew Stephenson.  Generous sponsors of the even-
ing included Acquavella Galleries, A La Vieille 
Russie, Christieõs, Faberge Ltd., Marble Hill Cellars, 
and Roederer Estate. 

The Hermitage Museum Foundation would like to 
express its deepest gratitude to Christies and its 
hardworking staff for hosting The Hermitage Din-
ner, and for providing an especially dynamic and 
elegant venue. 
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Kathleen Springhorn and Michael Findlay 

Peter Schaffer & Lyudmila Kerzhner 

Marvin Ross Friedman and Mimi 
Thompson 

Frayda  & Ronald Feldman, Marvin Ross Fried-
man, Adrienne bon Haes 

Elena Naydenova, Gabriel Erem, Collette 

Eleanor Aquavella Dejoux and Morgan Dejoux 

Helen Drutt-English and Nicolas Iljine 

Elizabeth & Geza von Hapsburg 
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1. James Rosenquist accepts the HMF Award 

2. Examining the Award 

3. Torkom Demirjian honored by the HMF 

4. Matthew Stephenson, Sandra Nedvetskaia, Gabriel Erem 

5. Vitaly Komarõs HMF Award 

6. Vitali & Elena Mazyrko 

7. Michelle Kelner, Mark Kelner, Chauncie Rodzianko 

8. Raj Tolarem & Julie Sylvester 

9. Adrienne bon Haes, Chauncie Rodzianko 

10. John Berson, Carlyle & David Upson 

11. Anastasia Khitruk Hussain & Khaliya Aga Khan 

12. Alexandre Gertsman, Ksenia Semenova, Vitaly Komar 
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Hermitage Dinner, New York, November 6, 2010 
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